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Together We Walk - Parish Grouping Walk at Chatelherault 

It was great to be part of a Church group walking at 

Chatelherault.  There were people of various ages from St John's, St 

Andrews, Kirkton, and Law Churches.  We were able to talk with old 

friends and make new friends during the walk, an opportunity to 

share our faith with fellow Christians. 

Apart from the surrounding countryside we could see as far as the 

Campsie Hills. 

The walk ended with a time of worship in the Banqueting Hall. 

Iain led the service with prayers by Elijah and readings by members 

of St John's and Kirkton. 

'Journeys' was the theme, and we were reminded about the 

disciples meeting Jesus on the 'Road to Emmaus'. Jesus is always 

with us wherever our journey takes us. 

Great singing (even with masks on!) rounded off the day with fellow 

Christians. 

Do come along to the next one. 

 



 

 

Get all you need for this year’s Shoebox appeal before/after Sunday 

worship in the Farron Hall. 

Extra dates added in the Farron Hall to buy knitted hats, scarves 

and gloves and to drop off shoeboxes. 

Tuesday 19th October from 5.30 to 8pm 

Sunday 24th October 5.30 to 8pm 

 



The Paterson transplant: God’s provision for a son via his 

mother 

When I was asked to write a little article for the magazine, I was not 

sure where to start, so here it is. 

It all started 2 years ago and came as no surprise. We knew Steven 

would need a kidney at some point in his life as the medication he 

was on for his heart transplant almost 32 years ago would 

eventually damage the kidneys and he would need another 

transplant at some point in his life. 

Five years ago, before Steven’s diagnosis, my brothers’ kidneys 

gave up after 34 years. They needed the medication to suppress 

rejection of the heart which both were fortunate to receive. My 

brother had been on dialysis for a few years, but his kidneys had 

deteriorated to the point where he needed a transplant. I will never 

forget the day he phoned to tell me how ill he was. My immediate 

response was to offer him one of mine as all our other siblings had 

passed away.  He blankly refused the offer. You will need it for 

Steven says he. Steven at that time was well and still carrying on a 

full-time job.   A donor never came up for my brother and his time 

came to say our goodbyes.  Little did we know it would only be five 

years till Steven was faced with the same dilemma. 

Many people had offered to donate but were never suitable. I did 

not feel they would take mine as age was against me. After much 

thought and my brother’s words ringing in my ears, I made the call 

only for them to say they were finished with offers to which I 

replied, “But I am his mother”. 

There began a year and a bit of test after test. The results confirmed 

my kidneys were in good condition considering my age. Cheeky 

rascals!  Covid, well let’s not discuss Covid.  No operations were on 

the horizon, and we were in a no-go area. I don’t need to explain to 

many how that feels. 



Steven was now on dialysis and my thoughts began to think of my 

brother. Yes, I thought it unfair, I was angry, thoughts of a little two-

and-a-half-year-old with no daddy. Giving up work and having to 

care for his son while his wife (a front-line worker) had to leave the 

family home for 3 months so she could go to work in a Covid filled 

hospital and like many, we were in a super bubble. 

It was a painful time for all the family but again you know your own 

pain and only you know what that was like and the struggles you 

had to bare. 

In the midst of the fog, I got the call before Steven, to say there was 

a window for operations to start. We had two weeks to prepare 

ourselves for a major change in our lives. Final tests began and 

back into isolation. The surgeons never messed about explaining 

the risks, the phycologist put us through testing, and by the end of 

the two weeks I had to sign the legal paperwork in the 

understanding of all the risks involved, I did not know whether I 

would live or die. That age thing came up again. Cheeky! 

After surgery, providing you survive, didn’t take a stroke, or end up 

with a hernia (because your muscles are getting old and don’t 

recover like they used to, the age subject arising again!) so what do 

you do when you are always active and then you are told to rest 

and do nothing. How was I going to sit still for three months?  That 

would be a miracle. 

Well, here I am. I came through the surgery with the support of your 

prayers. Steven has a new kidney and by the grace of God he is on 

the mend. 

This is only the external storey for me. The internal storey is still in 

progress. 

As a strong believer in the power of prayer, I requested that we 

would be covered in prayer and that God’s will be made known. My 

faith was once again under testing. 



In the days of trying to do nothing, I began to read a Trilogy of 

unpublished lectures and seminars of Henri Nouwen. Here began a 

deeper understanding, relationship, and healing in my spiritual life. 

He invited me to look deeper into my heart and soul. In these 

writings he invites those who doubt, feel lost, wounded or broken 

to discover love at the centre of our being. I began to ask questions 

of my faith and beliefs. God became my director as I was learning to 

be still. I realized that my questions were partly answered, not 

answered yet or had to answer at all, at least not until I get to 

heaven, but to always keep searching. 

I thought I was an open person, but I realised I was very vulnerable, 

and I was still hiding behind many masks. Who wants to hear my 

struggles? If I shared my weaknesses, limitations, doubts and fears, 

my lack of self-worth and loneliness I would have to face them. To 

have the courage to ask God questions and confront my 

brokenness took me to the point of no return. As I began to 

question and deal with these emotions, I found a new freedom and 

deeper relationship with God. I somehow began to hear and feel 

the sufferings of others and recognized the restlessness in my own 

heart to long for wholeness. 

How come this deeper relationship with God? What was I doing that 

was different? I then realised it was ’Recovery Space’ ‘Covid Space’. 

The isolation, the busyness of life was taken from me and the quiet 

I longed for, but never took advantage of, suddenly was thrust upon 

me. It was not hard to find empty space. I could not use 

preoccupation as an excuse. 

Where was God active in my life or community right now?  In one of 

the books of Henri Nouwen he talks about the wagon wheel. “When 

I move along the rim, I can reach one spoke after the other, but 

when I stay at the hub, I am in touch with all the spokes at once”. 

The hub is where I long to be with all my being, beloved by God, 

steeped in his love and direction, there I will be connected with all 

of community and won’t have to run so fast. 



The more I spent in solitude and stillness the more I realised I 

needed my brothers and sister in Christ to share the good news, 

that God can make a bad situation good, and our brokenness can 

be put together again, not as it was, but what it will become. 

I still have many questions: Where do I belong? How can I be of 

service? Where do I go from here? As a human being, I will fail, I will 

take wrong paths, but I know God is always with me teaching me 

along this journey, guiding me in the right direction. One thing I did 

notice as I thought on the life of Jesus, there was nowhere I could 

find where He rushed around but I did find that he rested, pulled 

himself away to be with his father.  I pray we can all find ourselves 

more like Jesus.  Steven still has a long way to go but he is getting 

better.  For your faithfulness in your prayers for us all, thank you 

and bless you. 

Elizabeth Paterson 

 

 

Worshipping Together 

 

What a strange past year and a half it has been not only within our 

own circle of family and friends but also within our church family 

and life. 

 

During this time there have been two occasions of total lockdown 

of our church buildings but thankfully we are now back up and 

running with services of worship on a Sunday morning.  However, 

this hasn’t happened without a lot of planning and work to ensure 

we follow the Church of Scotland guidelines which in turn make 

sure that we are providing a safe environment for anyone who 

either attends worship or participates in a group or organisation. 

With regards to our Sanctuary, we have created a centre aisle whilst 

retaining our two side aisles which makes it easier to access the 



seating in the middle area. The maximum number of chairs in a 

group is five and several rows of chairs have been removed 

altogether which has enabled us to leave a greater distance 

between each remaining row. 

 

As a welcomer I have found myself being very emotional on several 

occasions e.g., when the first person entered the Sanctuary for 

private prayer last year, when children were back amongst us for 

the first time in May this year and when I see people attending a 

service for the first time in eighteen months.  

 

As a result of the layout of the chairs it may not be possible to sit in 

the area of the Sanctuary you were used to and at the time of 

writing this that is true for those of us in the choir. However, I have 

enjoyed sitting in a different area each week and having the 

opportunity to chat to lots of different people who like me are not 

sitting in what had been their regular seat. 

 

The Church of Scotland guidelines still recommend that we should 

retain one metre between ourselves and others however we do 

recognise that if you come to church with one or two friends with 

whom you regularly socialise you may wish to sit together and that 

is accommodated. The important thing is that if you do wish to sit 

in a quiet area, socially distanced from others, we can 

accommodate that too. Please just mention it to one of our 

welcomers at the door and either the duty elder, Val Macsween or I 

will ensure that this happens. 

 

If you have not yet felt confident enough to come back to Sunday 

worship, I hope that this information may have answered some 

questions for you. At the end of the day though you must do what 

you feel comfortable with and we fully respect that. 

 

Christine O’Neill, Worship Workgroup Co-ordinator   



 

 

The Christening of Grace Alexandra Beverley Denholm on 

Sunday 10th October 2021 

Congratulations to Rebecca & Steven 



                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

As the Covid 19 restrictions have eased, all Sections of the Scout 

Group have returned to face-to-face meetings, since mid-August. 

While some restrictions remain, it is good to return to something 

like normal Scouting. While Zoom calls have kept the Group 

together and in helping to support each other, it is clear that the 

return has raised spirits and the demand for Scouting has returned. 

While we have lost some members to other interests and some to 

university, the Group has returned very quickly to its pre pandemic 

size, and we are almost full at present. Especially encouraging is 

that within 3 weeks, we had recruited an almost new Beaver Colony 

and hopefully most of these members will be with us for the next 10 

years. The Leaders appreciate the support we have received from 

parents in getting things back up and running and the enthusiasm 

shown to the Group from new parents. Our reputation for 

delivering quality Scouting and developing the physical, mental, 

and spiritual development of young people is clearly recognised. 

In returning, we have also been successful in recruiting new 

Leaders and Helpers.  Importantly this includes 2 of” our own” who 

have come right through the Group, are currently studying 

childcare at college and still have time to complete their Leader 

training. It was so rewarding last week to see a 19-year-old run the 

Cub Pack program, knowing the names of all the cubs, and 

delivering a quality program that they planned themself. 

For Leaders the training requirements continue and in recent 

months all the Leaders have required to complete updated Safety 

and Safeguarding training.  This training is mandatory and subject to 

ongoing assessment. This also has implications for us in the safe use 

of the Church premises. 



We always recognised it would take some time to get back to normal 

and we are hoping to have everyone back in uniform after the school 

holiday week. Like other items, the supply of uniforms is short at 

present, but we have built up our own stocks which should see us 

through the coming months. Once we are all in uniform, we will 

shortly arrange Investiture Ceremonies for almost 30 new members, 

always a proud moment for Parents. 

While some restrictions remain, we are starting to plan activities for 

next year and looking forward to our week camp in August. In recent 

months we have also continued to use the facilities at Wiston Lodge 

which also benefits from support from our Group. It is good to see 

that the Boys Brigade are also now using the excellent facilities at 

Wiston. The possibility of a joint activity involving the Scouts, BB and 

GB at Wiston in 2022 will also be discussed shortly. 

As a consequence of the current position, the Church Youth Service 

was postponed in October. We are however hoping that our 

Founders Day Service will be able to go ahead in February to which 

next year, the Boys Brigade and Girls Brigade will also be invited to 

attend. 

In summary, while we may all be a little heavier, the smiles have 

returned and the Scout Group making good progress in again 

delivering Scouting programs and activities. 

 

THE GUILD AT KIRKTON CHURCH 

 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the first meeting, 34 in 

total!  

We meet again on Tuesday 2nd November at 2pm and our minister 

Iain will join us for a dedication prayer and talk. 

Ann Ashe 



A thought about 

Faith in Action. 

Nobody can do 

everything 

But everybody can 

do something. 
 

 

 



What’s On 

 

Sunday Worship 

The good news is that our weekly Sunday Services are now 

taking place in the Church at 11am.  

Tea and coffee are available in the church from 10.30am. It’s 

not entirely ‘back to normal’ but most of the previous Covid 

restrictions have now been lifted and we have been able to 

begin cautiously coming together as a church family to 

praise and worship God. Face coverings still have to be 

worn, and we still record names and phone numbers for 

‘track and trace’ purposes but there’s no need to phone in 

to book a seat.  

We are still exploring the best options for updating our 

video cameras so live streaming of services has not yet 

resumed but recordings of all services continue to be made 

available online each week and can be accessed at 

www.kirktonchurch.com or via Facebook at Kirkton Church, 

Carluke 

They can also be heard via your telephone— Just dial the 

freephone number 01555 363637 

We also continue to provide the Sunday service on DVD or 

Audio CD. If you require a copy, please contact your elder or 

phone 07306 034229 (note the new number) and leave your 

name and number.  

We have DVD players for loan if that is required.  

http://www.kirktonchurch.com/


Midweek Services 

The short midweek afternoon services continue on 

Wednesdays at 1.30pm 

There will be no Sunday Evening Services in the meantime, 

but we will keep you informed when things change. 

Pastoral Care  

If you require assistance or support, please contact your 

elder, the Pastoral Care co-ordinator 01555 771248, Session 

Clerk 07738 567084 or the Minister 01555 771262. 

For up-to-date information on all other events and 

activities, please consult the church website or Facebook 

page. 

“Covid-Remembrance Service”  

A special reflective Service to remember those who have 

died during the time of the pandemic will take place on 

Sunday 14th of November at 3pm. A separate letter of 

invitation is being sent out giving details and inviting you to 

attend. 

Online Bible Study Group 

A series of online Bible Studies on ‘Zoom’ will begin on 

Wednesday 20th October at 7.15pm 

 

 



 

 

 


