
50 Shades of
Auchengray

This is one of the longest rides I’ll describe in this series. We’re talking 26 to 30+ miles,
depending on exactly where we go. As well as Auchengray itself, we’ll look at getting to
Tarbrax, Woolfords and Cobbinshaw Reservoir.

We’ll start at the swing park in Yieldshields.

Here it is. We can get to the swing park either
by going along Stonedyke Road or turning left
from Carnwath Road at Stonemarket.

The following route description might help
you get to Yieldshields if you’re not sure of
the way: Getting to Yieldshields

We’ll start by following Yieldshields Road
(B7056) which runs along the top of the park.

Head along Yieldshields Road

We pass a row of single story semi-detached
houses. The road then swings right as we
leave the village. Look out for the goats in the
field to the left as we reach the top of a short
hill. I’m still waiting to see them bounce on
the trampolines in their field. What a viral
video that would make.

This is a great road to ride. The views are
always good and sometimes stunningly
beautiful.

It runs for 4 miles.

Lovely - though this was at 6 a.m.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/getting-to-black-law-wind-farm-1.pdf


At the end of the Yieldshields Road is a
crossroads. Left takes you along the main
road to Forth (A706), right goes to Harelaw
Roundabout. We’ll go straight ahead. There’s
a sign indicating ‘Cockridge Road’ but
whether it is referring to this stretch by that
name or is pointing to a place called
Cockridge Road that lies some distance away
isn’t clear. Maps don’t seem to give this road
a name at all.

Go straight ahead, crossing the main road.

Never mind what it’s called, this is another
cracking road. It’s a net downhill and a bit of a
gentle roller-coaster. At one point there’s a
road to the left that goes over Hartiesford
Bridge - a humpbacked structure with
scrapes that suggest that a number of drivers
have taken it too fast. It’s followed by a steep
hill. We’re not going this way. Instead, we’ll
keep going until the road swings left at
Shodshill and crosses a river. This stretch is
definitely called Cockridge Road. We’ll pass
some houses on our left. Swing left here

(This part of) Cockridge Road is short and
ends in a T-junction with Westshields Road.
One day we’ll go right and explore routes to
Carstairs and Carnwath, but not today. We’ll
go left.

Turn left along Westshields Road. It’s not signed
as Westshields Road here. You only find out its
name at its end.



The road heads up a hill which is gentler than
the one we’d have met had we gone over
Hartiesford Bridge.

Not only are we on a more forgiving incline,
we get to see some alpacas.

Alpacas!

At the top of the hill is a crossroads. The road
to the left is the one you’d come up if you’d
opted to go up the Hartiesford Bridge way.

The road on the right is the one we want.

Go right

We follow this road until we reach a
T-junction. Across the road is a farm with a
tower in the yard - Eastshield Tower. Turning
right would take us to Carnwath. We’ll go left,
but only for a few yards, after which we’ll turn
right, sign-posted to Auchengray and Tarbrax.

Go left, then almost immediately, right.



After a couple of miles or so, we’ll come to a
level crossing. We’re then met by a
reasonable hill. Keep following the main road.
Near the top of the hill you’ll see a road to
your right, Calla Road. If you were to follow it,
you’d end up on the A70 Lang Whang near
Carnwath. It’s a nice route, but not one we’ll
follow today. Rather, we’ll keep to the left as
the road continues to rise.

Keep left.

As we enter the village, we’ll see an attractive
church on the right.

Auchengray Church

Shortly after, on our left, there is a row of
cottages set back from the road. Some are
occupied, others dilapidated. Look out for the
ancient petrol pumps.

We’re about to be spoiled for choice when it
comes to what to do next.

Old petrol pumps



Idea 1 - home via Wilsontown

Just after the row of cottages there’s a left
turn. This road takes you down a hill, back
over the railway line and eventually - after 4
miles or so - to Wilsontown.

This document should help you get home
from there: Wilsontown

Turn left to Wilsontown

Idea 2 - Tarbrax

If you continue along the road that passes
through Auchengray, you’ll soon see the road
to Tarbrax sign-posted on the right. The road
passes through a tiny hamlet called Polkelly
and, after a couple of miles, there’s a turn to
the left. Incidentally, going straight ahead,
rather than taking the left turn to Tarbrax,
leads to the Lang Whang - the Carnwath to
Edinburgh road, AKA the A70.

After passing through Auchengray, follow the
signs to Tarbrax.

The most striking features of Tarbrax are the
red shale bings, relics from when the area
was, genuinely, the world’s oil capital.

A strange, almost alien landscape of shale bings.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/wilsontown-wordpress-version.pdf


Idea 3 - Woolfords and Cobbinshaw

On passing through the Auchengray, keep
going straight ahead for a couple of miles.
You’ll come to the village of Woolfords which
has a cracking wee community shop. At
certain times of the week you can get tea or
coffee there and there’s seating outside.
Check the Woolfords Village Association
Facebook page for opening times.

The community shop in Woolfords

If you continue through Woolfords, you’ll see
a road to your right after about half a mile.
This leads to Cobbinshaw Reservoir. This is a
lovely spot, especially on a bright day. The
reservoir was built to supply the Union Canal,
which runs from the Falkirk Wheel to
Edinburgh. The towpath has been restored so
you can cycle all the way, or go to Glasgow
and beyond along the Forth and Clyde Canal
in the other direction, but I digress. The
towpath is nowhere near the reservoir.

Cobbinshaw Reservoir

You can see the route from Yieldshields to the far end of Auchengray on a Google map here:
tinyurl.com/Auchengray-map

As ever, don’t hesitate to get in touch if I can help, or clarify, or if you think I’ve got something
wrong. I can also supply gpx files. gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or @gregor_notwork on
Twitter.

http://tinyurl.com/Auchengray-map
mailto:gregorsteele60@googlemail.com

