
Darmead
Monument

If you are interested in history or just fancy a good walk or ride, the Darmead Monument is
well worth a visit. Situated on what is now Black Law wind farm, this memorial to three
Covenanters is about six miles from Carluke town centre.

A previous article describes how to get to the wind farm from Carluke. We won’t go over this
again here, or the safety advice and disclaimers. It’s all available via this link:

Getting to Black Law Wind Farm

This is where our last jaunt took us. We’ve
just entered the wind farm via Thorn Road
and some bumpy tracks.

Head towards the gate. All the turbines are
numbered. The nearest one is number 4.

Head for the gate

For some reason, somebody’s left a jump
lead at the gate. Maybe they’re setting up the
“I hope you’re not going to start something
here,” joke.

Seriously, one wind turbine looks pretty much
like another. Remember the quirky things you
see as you walk or ride as they’ll help you
retrace your steps if you need to.

A man walks into a wind farm carrying jump leads

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/getting-to-black-law-wind-farm-1.pdf


A couple of hundred yards after the gate,
we’ll come to this grass triangle. Cut down to
the right.

Cyclists - you can get up to a reasonable
speed on these downhills but look out for
stray large stones, potholes and loose
gravel...

Cut down to the right here

...not to mention cattle grids. If you come to
this one, you’ll know you’re on the right track.
Keep walking or riding for another quarter of
a mile.

Go over the cattle grid

Soon we’ll reach a T-junction where we’ll go
left. The track we’ll take has a couple of
stretches of chunkier, looser stones, but trust
me - it’s worth taking.

Go left

You’ll find signs and site maps around the
wind farm. Be aware that the maps may only
show the original wind farm. It has been
extended since the one on the right was
made. You’ll also find signs to ‘Control’ - more
about Control later. We came in to the wind
farm via Met Mast 2 (MO 2 on the map)..
Handy to know if you get lost.

The site map



The track we’re on passes turbine 8 on our
right then comes to another T-junction. We’ll
be going right towards the wind farm control
centre.

If we went left we’d eventually end up at the
water bottling plant at Kingshill. We could
leave the wind farm there. Maybe one day
we’ll look at doing a round trip where we
enter the wind farm at Thorn Road, exit at
Kingshill and walk or cycle back to Carluke.

Turn right here towards ‘Control’

I find it hard to say exactly why, but I
absolutely love the track that runs towards
the wind farm control building. Maybe it’s
because more often than not I see deer,
hares or other wild life.

After a while, you’ll see a building on your
right.

This is the control centre for the wind farm.
The view you see here is looking back over
your shoulder after you emerge from the
track.

You may see the odd wind farm vehicle on
your travels. I always get a friendly wave.

Control

Just after Control and before the next turbine,
there’s a track to your left which we’re going
to follow.

If you didn’t turn left but instead kept straight
ahead, you’d eventually get to the wind farm
exit on the road between Climpy and
Headless Cross.

Again, something we might do another day.

Turn left down the track



If you’re on the right track, you’ll soon see this
view. The route is about to swing to the right
after a hundred yards or so.

This picture was taken in August. Look at the
pink sea of rosebay willowherb on the left. We
used to call the plant ‘fireweed’ and
apparently you can make a delicious tea from
its leaves.

Continue along this track and swing right at the
top

The track continues for about three quarters
of a mile. You might have to do some
entertaining puddle-dodging. Just at the point
where you begin to go downhill, a number of
paths meet up. We’re going straight ahead,
but it’s worth filing away this meeting point for
future reference. And make sure you take the
correct track on the way home.

Some tracks meet up but we’re going straight
ahead

After a few hundred yards you’ll see this
plaque, fixed to a low boulder, on your right.
That’s us at the memorial which is on the
moor close to this notice. Look at its condition
- some people still obviously care deeply
about the Covenanters.

To view the route from the start of the Thorn
Road to the monument on a Google map, go
to:

tinyurl.com/thorn-darmead
The plaque at the memorial



Why is this monument on a lonely moor? The
history around the Covenanters is
complicated and I certainly don’t claim to be
an expert. Covenanters did not want to
worship in the way prescribed by King
Charles II. They believed that God, not the
king, determined such matters. Banned from
holding services in churches, they met at
Conventicles - open-air services in remote
locations like this one. In attending these,
they risked persecution and even death.

But who were these people?

Not everyone sees Covenanters as noble men and women dedicated to religious freedom.
Some would say their ranks included bigots, fanatics and terrorists. I said that there were
people who obviously still care deeply about the Covenanters. On the other hand, another
monument not too far from this one is protected by a strong fence, having been heavily
vandalised once and blown up with explosives on another occasion.

Local author Ethyl Smith wrote the novel Changed Times about the effects of this period of
turmoil on ordinary people. On Twitter, she posed the question, “Men of conscience or
heidbangers?” and invited her readers to judge for themselves. Changed Times has been
followed by three sequels and another two are planned. Cargill, Cameron and Renwick,
whose names are on the monument, all feature in her books.

It pains me a little that, at least in my day, we never learned about this in school despite it
taking place on our doorstep. I grew up thinking that Scottish history happened in the
Highlands.

Even if you are not interested in history, this is
still a trip worth making. You can go just for
the simple pleasure of taking a walk or ride in
peaceful countryside.

There’s always something to see.

For more information, please feel free to contact me at gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or
@gregor_notwork on Twitter. I can also supply gpx files for the routes mentioned in this
article.

mailto:gregorsteele60@googlemail.com

