
Dura Road
and Brow
Woods
The Dura Road runs from the mini roundabout near Allanton Primary School right into the
moors at the edge of Black Law Wind Farm. We’ll join it midway along. Once we get there,
there are lots of places we can explore. In this trip, we’ll go there by quiet back roads, visit a
lovely area called Brow Woods, and look at ways of getting home via the wind farm.
We’ll start at Belstane Road, Carluke.
If you’re a walker rather than a cyclist, there’s a car park near the woods if you don’t fancy
trekking the whole way (around 12 miles there and back).

We go along Belstane Road, passing Carluke
Primary on our left. After crossing the bridge
over the Belstane Burn at Honeybank, we go
up the hill. At the top, we see the racing
stables (they starred in an episode of
Taggart). Sometimes you have to wait while
horses cross the road.
We go down the hill, over the Bowridge Burn
and up past the rubble that was once
Hyndshaw Farm.
Just before the sign for North Lanarkshire
(runner-up in the ‘Best Lanarkshire’
competition), we take a right turn. Turn right just before the North Lanarkshire sign

Not long after turning into this road, we’ll see
a gate to our right and an avenue of trees.
We’ll go past this today but you might like to
explore it another day - it’s part of the old
coach road to Edinburgh.
We ride past a few farms, eventually going
under a railway bridge. There were a few
railway lines in the area, mostly for minerals,
but they’re long gone. Just after the rail
bridge, we go over a burn then turn right
along Daviesdyke Road.

Turn right along Daviesdyke Road



Daviesdyke Road is mostly uphill but not in a
‘I wish my bike had more gears’ sense. At
one point we cross a burn with the wonderful
name of Rumbling Sikes.
Daviesdyke Road ends where it meets the
Dura Road. Going left would eventually bring
us to Allanton. There are some interesting
places on the way and we should definitely
head along there some day, but today we’re
going right.

Turn right along the Dura Road

Check out (but don’t go down) this road on
our right. It leads to the mineral water plant at
Kingshill. This route describes how to get
there via the wind farm:

Getting to Kingshill

So, if you wanted to, you could cut down here
and go home that way. But let’s keep going
along the Dura Road. I promise you, it’s worth
it.

You could go down to the mineral water plant and
go home via the wind farm, but let’s not.

We pass a bungalow and an older house.
What’s this at the edge of the woodland on
our left?

The woodland is called Brow Woods. The
paths through the trees are dotted with quirky
sculptures.

The first of the Brow Woods sculptures

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/kingshill-wordpress-version.pdf


Talk about a fork in the road… we’ll keep our
eyes out for the next sculpture, again on our
left. The giant spade and fork are just at the
point where the tarmac runs out.

We turn left up the farm track here.

Drivers can keep going along the Dura Road.
There’s a small car park to the left in a couple
of hundred yards.

Turn left along the farm track at this sculpture

After a bit we’ll see the entrance to a farm on
our right. We’ll keep left. We might hear the
farm dog saying hello. The track soon
becomes grassy and can be a little boggy at
some times of the year, but there’s soon
another sculpture to lift our spirits.

Keep left at the farm entrance. Go along the
grassy track

We’ll see a wooden sign for ‘Annie’s Ditch’ on
our left. There are lots of paths to explore in
the Brow Woods, but for me, going left here
takes us to the best place of all.

Go left at ‘Annie’s Ditch’



What a lovely spot! Call me pretentious or
just daft, but there are a few places that are
so beautifully peaceful that, for a moment, I
try to kid myself that I’m the only person who
knows about them.
This is one such place, with the pond, bridge
and family of birds made from old gas
cylinders.
There’s actually another pond. I’ll leave that
for you to find. And come back when the
daffies are out.

There are ponds...

A bridge... ...and a family of birds

Sadly, we do eventually have to leave the
woods.
We could go back the way we came, or we
could turn left down the track to the mineral
water plant. Nothing wrong with doing either
of these things but here’s another idea.
We’ll go back to the Dura Road and continue
along it. After a couple of hundred yards, we’ll
see the little car park on our left and gates
ahead and to our right.
We’ll go right. The gate here is usually locked
but there’s space on its right to get through.
Warning - this track isn’t marked on all maps. Go through the gate to the right



The track is good quality. After a while, we’ll
arrive at and subsequently go through this
gate.

Go through the gate

In the trees to the right, after the gate, are the
ruins of old Auchterhead Farm (there’s a
newer Auchterhead Farm nearby).

Don’t ask me why, but I enjoy exploring
(carefully) old farm ruins. This one’s special to
me - I posted on Twitter about visiting it once
and the responses led to me investigating the
Battle of Morningside, which ignited an
interest in local history.

Old Auchterhead Farm ruin

This picture was taken in early September.
Look at the berries on the rowan tree. My
mum used to say that many berries on the
trees meant it would be a harsh winter - a
version of the ‘many haws mean many
snaws’ adage.
There’s also a superstition that a rowan tree
outside your house would ward off evil.
Therefore, you should never cut down a
rowan.

The protective rowan



Continuing along the track, we eventually
come to a point where the track splits. Left
takes us to the Covenanter monument at
Darmead, right to the wind farm control
building. The latter is the way to go if you’re
heading back to Carluke via the Thorn Road.

This route tells you more walking or riding
between the Darmead, the control building
and Thorn Road.:

Getting to Darmead
Turn right to go back to Carluke

Here’s a link to a Google map of the route, starting and finishing at Belstane Road:

https://tinyurl.com/dura-brow-map

For more information, please feel free to contact me at gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or
@gregor_notwork on Twitter. I can also supply gpx files for the routes mentioned in this
article.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/darmead-monument-wordpress-version-1.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/dura-brow-map

