
Tour de
Forth
This ride is a loop that starts and finishes at the swing park in Yieldshields. It uses quiet roads
and gravel tracks but, despite the title, skirts around rather than visits Forth. It’s about 19
miles long.

This is the swing park in Yieldshields. We can
get to it either by going along Stonedyke
Road or turning left from Carnwath Road at
Stonemarket.

The following route description might help
you get to Yieldshields if you’re not sure of
the way:

Getting to Yieldshields

We’ll be following Yieldshields Road (B7056)
which runs along the top of the park.

Head along Yieldshields Road

We pass a row of single story semi-detached
houses. The road then swings right as we
leave the village. Look out for the goats in the
field to the left as we reach the top of a short
hill. They always seem to look mildly amused
by life, or perhaps by passing cyclists.

This is a great road to ride. The views are
always good and sometimes cinematically
beautiful.

It runs for 4 miles.

Lovely - though this was at 6 a.m.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/getting-to-black-law-wind-farm-1.pdf


At the end of the Yieldshields Road is a
crossroads. Left takes you along the main
road to Forth (A706), right goes to Harelaw
Roundabout. We’ll go straight ahead. There’s
a sign indicating ‘Cockridge Road’ but
whether it is referring to this stretch by that
name or is pointing to a place called
Cockridge Road that lies some distance away
isn’t clear. Maps don’t seem to give this road
a name at all.

Go straight ahead, crossing the main road.

Never mind what it’s called, this is another
cracking road. It’s a net downhill and a bit of a
gentle roller-coaster. At one point there’s a
road to the left that goes over Hartiesford
Bridge - a humpbacked structure with
scrapes that suggest that a number of drivers
have taken it too fast. It’s followed by a steep
hill. We’re not going this way. Instead, we’ll
keep going until the road swings left at
Shodshill and crosses a river. This stretch is
definitely called Cockridge Road. We’ll pass
some houses on our left. Swing left here

(This part of) Cockridge Road is short and
ends in a T-junction with Westshields Road.
One day we’ll go right and explore routes to
Carstairs and Carnwath, but not today. We’ll
go left.

Turn left along Westshields Road. It’s not signed
as Westshields Road here. You only find out its
name at its end.



The road heads up a hill which is gentler than
the one we’d have met had we gone over
Hartiesford Bridge.

Not only are we on a more forgiving incline,
we get to see some alpacas.

Alpacas!

At the top of the hill is a crossroads. The road
to the left is the one you’d come up if you’d
opted to go up the Hartiesford Bridge way.

The road on the right is on the ‘to do’ list but
for now, we’re heading straight ahead, past
Winnyknowe Woods on our right.

The woods are worth an explore in their own
right.

Go straight ahead

The road past the woods is called Browshott
Road. It’s another beaut. I had friends who
lived in this area when I was at school and it
always seemed so quiet, so rural. However,
in the 19th century the air would be filled with
the smoke from the lime works that were
dotted around the area. There are signs of
this industry all around.

There’s a T-junction at the end of the
Browshott Road. We’re going right.

Go right at the end of Browshott Road



Following a short, none-to-severe uphill
stretch, we’re at another T-junction. Going
right would take us up a hill to Braehead and
eventually to Carnwath. Braehead has an inn
called The Last Shift but check its opening
times if you’re thinking of using it as a fuel
stop.

We’ll go sharp left.

Go sharp left

After about a mile, there’s a road to the left
with a ‘Ford’ road sign. You can go to Forth
that way. There’s a bridge you could heave
your bike over or you could risk riding through
the river. Since we’re not going to Forth today,
we’ll do neither. Ignoring the turn off to the
ford, we ‘ll keep going, looking out for this
fabulous 17th century doocot on our right.

Cleuch Doocot

This church is now a guest house. We’ll keep
to the right when we get to the grass triangle
with the bench. Left would take us along a
backroad to Forth.

Keep to the right of the converted church



File this away for future reference. The road
we see here to our right, sign-posted
Auchengray, is one we must explore some
day. It leads to the site of Wilsontown
Ironworks, the lost village of Haywood and
Auchengray itself.

Today, we’ll keep going straight on.

Definitely worth an explore some day

And another T-junction. Careful here - we’re
going left, then immediately right along a path
that begins on the other side of the road.

The road on the left goes to Forth. The one
on the right heads for the delights of West
Lothian, which is almost as good as
Lanarkshire for cycling, hard though that
might be to believe.

We’re looking for a track on the other side of the
main road

If we look for the first lamp post to the left on
the other side of the road, we should spot the
track we’re going to take.

We kind of double back on ourselves. This
path isn’t that great and can be a bit boggy.
However, it soon meets the track bed of an
old railway.

The track is beside a lamp post on the other side
of the main road



What a great wee track this is. Always a joy
to ride.

It’s a good surface for most of its length,
though it does narrow a bit after a while.

The old railway track bed

If you kept going straight ahead, following the
course of the old railway, you’d come to a
gate and, shortly afterwards, a drop where a
bridge used to be.

So we won’t go straight ahead. We’ll follow
the path down to the left, past some trees.
Just a warning - this part of the route isn’t
shown on some maps.

Take the path to the left

It’s not long before we come to the road to the
village of Climpy. Left would take us to Forth
(there’s a kind of ‘all roads lead to Forth vibe
going on here) but we’re going right.

There’s a bit of a hill up to Climpy.

Turn right and head up to Climpy



As we reach Climpy, the gradient eases off.
On leaving the village, the road begins to
descend. We’ll soon see the entrance to
Blacklaw wind farm on our left. This is how
we’ll get home.

Turn left into the wind farm,

Don’t worry if the big gate is shut. There’s a
pedestrian/cyclist gate on the right.

Go through the gate

Be aware that the wind can be in your face as
you cross the wind farm. Apart from that, it’s a
hoot.

Have fun crossing the wind farm



The buildings we see after a couple of miles
are known as ‘Control’. We will turn off to the
left before we reach them. The turn is just
opposite turbine 23.

Look for signs for turbine 4 or Met Mast 2.

Don’t go quite as far as the control buildings

The gravel is now more reddish. After we turn
left at Control, we’re on a track that sweeps
round to the right. Going straight ahead would
take us up a hill to some turbines and,
ultimately, to a dead end.

Sweep right

We go to the right of this group of trees, then
turn left up the hill. There’s a sign to the
turbines and Met Mast 2. We’ll go over the
cattle grid and up to a ridge. We pass turbine
4, go through the gate and turn right down the
track to the Met Mast. Soon we’re on the path
to the Thorn Road and home.

This details might help you find your way
back to Carluke if you’re unsure of the way:

Getting to and from Black law Go to the right of the trees then follow the signs to
Met Mast 2 and turbine 4.

You can see the whole route on a Google map here: https://tinyurl.com/Tour-de-Forth-map

We’ll almost certainly refer back to parts of this route again as we’ll be heading through the
crossroads at the end of Yieldshields Road on trips to Carstairs, Carnwath, Auchengray,
Wilsontown, Biggar and more. As ever, don’t hesitate to get in touch if I can help, or clarify, or
if you think I’ve got something wrong. I can also supply gpx files.
gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or @gregor_notwork on Twitter.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/getting-to-black-law-wind-farm-1.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/Tour-de-Forth-map
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