
Getting to 
Black Law 
Wind Farm 

 
 
This article is all about getting to Black Law Wind Farm from Carluke town centre by foot or by bike. 
It’s probably applicable to cuddie-riders too. We’ll look at what you might do when you get there 
another time. Suffice to say, it’s rich in history and wildlife. The wind farm is also a great place to 
simply lose yourself (hopefully not literally). 
 
Speaking of which, and I’m sorry to do this, but disclaimer:  If you do get lost, injured, attacked by 
wasps, abducted by aliens or whatever, I can’t take responsibility for that. 
 
We’ll be going in via Thorn Road, Yieldshields. There are other ways in to Black Law, from the Climpy 
Road for example, but you might need a car for those. If walking from the town centre is too far for 
you, there is limited parking on the Thorn Road. 
 
If you know where the Thorn Road is, you can skip the next bits which describe how to get there via 
either Stonedyke Road or Carnwath Road. 
 
Stonedyke Road route 
 
This is Stonedyke Road. To get to it from 
Rankin Gait, go up Chapel Street, past High 
Mill Primary to Belstane Road. Follow 
Belstane Road past Carluke Primary. Just 
after the school, on your right, is 
Stonedyke Road, as pictured.  
 
Follow Stonedyke Road. There’s a bit of a 
hill as you leave the built-up area. Most of 
us who grew up in this part of Carluke had 
at least one disaster trying to come back 
down this hill too fast on a bike or a bogie, 
when we were wee. 

Stonedyke Road. Somebody seems to have nicked the sign. 

 
Keep following this road. Thorn Road is about a mile along it on your left. If you reach the swing park 
in Yieldshields, you’ve gone too far. 
 
You can see this route, including the stretch from Thorn Road into the wind farm, on Google maps at 
tinyurl.com/WF-Stonedyke-Road 
 
  



Carnwath Road route 
 
Follow Carnwath Road away up past Carluke 
High School, past the ends of Wilton Road and 
Goremire Road, until you are just about to 
leave the 40 mph zone. Turn left up the 
Yieldshields Road (B7056). This road runs 
between Marshalls and Haflinger Technik, 
then PLPC. You may also know Marshalls as 
Stonemarket, Paver Systems, or if you’re of a 
certain age, ‘The Marley’. Haflinger Technik 
usually has interesting ex-army vehicles sitting 
outside. 
 

 
The B7056 Yieldshields Road 

Follow this road until you see the swing park 
at Yieldshields. Take the left hand fork and go 
down the hill, over the wee bridge and up the 
other side. At the top of the rise, on your right, 
you’ll see the Thorn Road. 
 
You can see this route, including the stretch 
from Thorn Road into the wind farm, on 
Google maps at 
 tinyurl.com/WF-Carnwath-Road 
 

 
Swing left at the swing park 

 
Thorn Road onwards 
 
This is the Thorn Road. You’ll see that it has 
the cul-de-sac sign. It is indeed a cul-de-sac  if 
you’re a mere mortal in a motorised tin can. 
Adventurers can go way beyond its end. 
 
The Thorn Road is a nice walk in itself, with 
woodland trails off to the left about half a mile 
along. Maybe we’ll go there another day. 

 

 
The Thorn Road 

 

 
The Thorn Road looking braw 

 
Lovely walks if you go to your left just before the trees – 

abandoned farmhouses and the remains of limestone 
workings. 

 



After about a mile, the tarmac runs out. 
There’s a gate to your left where it appears 
that the road continues. Don’t go through the 
gate. It leads to a covered-over reservoir and a 
field with coos. Instead, continue slightly to 
your right along the track. If you look closely at 
the picture, you’ll see my bike pointing in the 
right direction. 
 
As you can see in the pictures below, at some 
times of year this track can be a bit 
overgrown. At others, it hosts some amusingly 
large puddles. 
 

 
Don’t go through the gate – follow the track 

 

 
The track 

 
The track and some muckle dubs. 

 
If you’re cycling, there are times when discretion is the better part of valour. The puddles can 
sometimes be deep or frozen over. It’s safer, not to mention drier, to get off and push. Your bike’s 
bottom bracket (where the pedal cranks attach) has bearings in it that won’t thank you for 
immersing them in muddy water. 
 
Soon the track itself runs out and becomes a 
grassy path. Go along this path, heading 
towards the turbines and the metal tower 
structure that you can see on the right of the 
picture. This is a Met Mast – a mast with 
meteorological instruments for measuring 
wind speed and so forth. It’s a good landmark 
if you get lost on the wind farm – you’ll see 
signs to it – but be aware that there are 
another two on the site. 
 
The path can be a bit soggy. On the plus side, 
in summertime it’s home to a variety of 
attractive wild flowers. 

 
Grassy path heading towards the turbines and the Met 

Mast 



The grass track swings right between two 
stone gate posts. If you’re cycling, you may 
well want to dismount soon. 

 
Head between the two stone gate posts 

 
Just before the Met Mast is a muddy part 
where I always get off and push. 

 

 
Cyclists will probably get off and push here. Well cyclists 

like me, anyway... 
 
We should now be at the Met Mast. 

 

 
Your friend and mine, the Met Mast 

 
  



And we’re back on a half-decent track, having 
passed the Met Mast on our right. Cyclists 
beware – there are some larger, chunky stones 
here and some of the gaps between bushes 
may be smaller than you might prefer. 
 
Head up the path. 

 
Path from the Met Mast 

 
That’s us up at the ridge where the first of the 
turbines are located. We’ve got miles of tracks 
to explore. Hopefully you’ll agree that it was 
worth the three mile trek to get here.  
 
Wouldn’t it have been nice if the tracks and 
paths on the way had better surfaces? Perhaps 
they will have one day.  

 

 
You have reached your destination 

 
Safety 
 

 Dress for Scottish weather which, as we all know, can change suddenly. 
 Tell someone where you are going. 
 Don’t rely on a phone signal for navigation – have a map or printout for backup. 
 Even if you are familiar with the wind farm, mist or snow can disorient you. 
 Don’t cross the wind farm if there’s a risk of lightning. Nothing to do with the turbines – the 

advice applies to any moorland. 
 Be very careful in snowy or icy conditions. Ice can build up on the turbine blades and fall off, 

in very large chunks, without warning. 
 Be aware that, away from the tracks, terrain can be very boggy or strewn with tree roots, 

making it hard to cross. 
 Cyclists should take special care where the gravel is loose, pot-holed or strewn with larger 

stones. 
 
And, of course, leave no litter, cause no damage, leave gates as you find them and respect other 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 
 
Which bike? 
 
You don’t need a mountain bike with full suspension to ride around the wind farm. Rigid mountain 
bikes, hybrids with path-friendly tyres, gravel and cyclocross bikes will all cope admirably with the 
surfaces you’ll come across. 
 
Contact 
 
Feel free to contact me for further information or for gpx files – gregorsteele60@googlemail.com 
 


