
The Lost
Village of
Haywood
This ride or walk is as fascinating for what you don’t see as for what you do. It also introduces
a fantastic online resource that will help us discover great places to go in the future.

***Warning - I get a bit philosophical at the end of this article ***

We’ll begin at Wilsontown, either riding there or driving to the car park opposite the ornate
gates at the entrance to the site of the ironworks. We’ll not go over the route to Wilsontown
again - you can read about it here: Getting to Wilsontown

Passing the entrance to the ironworks site on
our left, we head down the road that would
eventually take us to Auchengray. We’re not
going there, so after a couple of miles we
keep a lookout for this right hand turn. At the
time of writing, there’s a sign for a cattery as
well as one indicating that it’s a cul-de-sac.

Head towards Auchengray but watch out for this
right turn.

We’ll pass the cattery and some houses and,
on our right, this war memorial.

The area looks sparsely populated. How
come there are so many names on the
memorial?

All will be revealed.

War memorial on our right.

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/wilsontown-wordpress-version.pdf


Soon, we run out of road. Dead ahead is this
gate which we’re going through.

We’ll head for the trees you can see in the
picture. Don’t go to the building on your left
you’ll spot after going through the gate. It’s
somebody’s hoose, under renovation at the
time of my last visit.

The path isn’t that great for a bike.

Go straight ahead, through the gate.

Up by the trees is this ruin. It used to be an
inn that served the village of Haywood. We’ll
have a wee look around.

The inn

An inscription on the inn’s window ledge reads:
“Oh Annie went thou here tae see
A waefu wumin thou wad be.”

Inside the inn



Look around you. It’s pretty desolate, isn’t it?
But was it always like this?

The National Library of Scotland has an
amazing website at https://maps.nls.uk/os/

Here, you can view old maps, and can toggle
to compare modern ones or aerial views.

A barren moor?

...and this was Haywood. It had a church,
post office, shops, a police station and train
station. It was built to serve local collieries.
When these closed, the village was
abandoned and most of the buildings
demolished. People still lived here in the early
1950s.

Map courtesy of the National Library of Scotland

I haven’t made a map this time as the route is pretty straightforward.

Haywood isn’t the only lost village you can visit. Wilsontown itself had many more houses
than you can see now. There’s also Glenbuck, just over the border from Glespin, and East
Benhar near Fauldhouse.

Looking at the old maps, I can see that where I now live was once open country. No surprises
there. What Haywood and the other lost villages tell us is that a thriving community could
become open country once again, altogether more humbling when you get your head around
it. Maybe you think I’m havering. Why not visit Haywood and see how you feel yourself?

As ever, don’t hesitate to get in touch if I can help, or clarify, or if you think I’ve got something
wrong. I can also supply gpx files. gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or @gregor_notwork on
Twitter.

https://maps.nls.uk/os/
mailto:gregorsteele60@googlemail.com

