
Lanark the
quiet way

There can be few people from Carluke who don’t know how to get to Lanark. However, the
main road isn’t the nicest way to go if you’re on a bike, and few of us would feel comfortable
walking it. This route follows quiet back roads most of the time. At nine miles or so, it’s longer
than the main road route but much more pleasant. One day we may try an alternative route
along the Old Lanark Road.

We’ll start at the swing park in Yieldshields.

Here it is. We can get to the swing park either
by going along Stonedyke Road or turning left
from Carnwath Road at Stonemarket.

The following route description might help
you get to Yieldshields if you’re not sure of
the way:

Getting to Yieldshields

We’ll start by following Yieldshields Road
(B7056) which runs along the top of the park. Head along Yieldshields Road

Very soon after passing the swing park, we’ll
turn to our right. Some people call this the
Roman Road. The road passes a farm then
dips down to a bridge over the Coldstream
Burn. As kids (nostalgia alert) we used to fish
for minnows and sticklebacks here. The road
begins to climb. It’s a fairly long hill of
moderate steepness. Hang in there. It levels
out past the kennels at Callagreen, then rises
again.

At the top of the hill you can get a great view
across Lanarkshire and beyond if it’s a clear
day.

Turn right here

https://walkridecarluke.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/getting-to-black-law-wind-farm-1.pdf


It wasn’t a clear day when I took these
photos.

Head down the gentle hill to Kilncadzow.

It’s a pity the shop that sold giant bridies isn’t
open anymore.

Head towards Kilncadzow.

The road soon meets the main route from
Carluke (right) to Harelaw Roundabout (left).

We’ll turn left but we’ll only be on the main
road for a few dozen metres. Just after the
swing park is a road to the right which we’ll
take.

It passes the village hall on our left then
wiggles its way past some houses. There’s
then a pleasant downhill. You can see Lanark
and its iconic water tower from here. After a
mile or so, the road swings left and runs
parallel to the railway line.

Turn right after the swing park.

The railway line passes under a bridge.
Turning right over the bridge would take us to
Lanark by the most direct route. The price for
going this way is having to go up a steep,
narrow, twisty road after crossing the Mouse.
That’s why we’ll keep left.

More about the Mousebank Road route later.

Try not to worry about the fact that you seem
to be heading away from Lanark.

Keep left. Don’t go over the railway bridge.



After a mile or so, we can see that there’s a
T-junction ahead. We’ll be going right. The
farm at the end of the road is called Collielaw.

Heading for a right turn at Collielaw

This road rises and falls but the uphills aren’t
too bad. They tend to look worse than they
are, flattening out a bit when you actually
reach them.
After a mile or so, we reach another
T-junction. We’ll go right. Left would take us
to Harelaw Roundabout.

This stretch of road is a little busier than
we’ve been used to on this jaunt but we won’t
be on it for long.

Go right

The road crosses the railway line at a level
crossing then heads downhill towards some
traffic lights that control the passage of traffic
over a narrow bridge.

On our right, just before the bridge, you’ll see
a gate. It leads to a cracking walk along
Cartland Crags. I couldn’t recommend cycling
it, though.

Ignore the left turn after the bridge. It leads
through Cleghorn to Ravenstruther. Keep
going until you see the junction in the picture.
Continuing along the main road would take
you to Hope Street in Lanark. Let’s go the
quieter way past Stanmore School.

Take your pick…



It’s that water tower again. We’re at the top of
the road that runs past Stanmore School.

Turning right will take us to the town centre.

Turn right

Lanark is a historically-interesting, attractive
town with cafes that are nearly as good as
those in Carluke.

If you don’t fancy walking or cycling home, it
has a station with half-hourly services running
for most of the day.

I have a massive soft-spot for the place. I
went to school there and met people who I
still count as dear friends. Later in life, I
returned as a teacher and worked with some
fantastic young people.

St. Nicholas Church with its statue of William
Wallace



When I went out to take pictures for this
route, I returned home the Mousebank way.
This involved cutting down to Mousebank
Road from Hope Street, the following the
road down over the river then up the other
side, past Lockhart Mill. This climb is fairly
steep right from the start and gets worse as
you go along.

But it’s lovely. Decide for yourself.

Mousebank

You can see the route from Yieldshields to Lanark town centre here:
https://tinyurl.com/Lanark-map

As ever, don’t hesitate to get in touch if I can help, or clarify, or if you think I’ve got something
wrong. I can also supply gpx files. gregorsteele60@googlemail.com or @gregor_notwork on
Twitter.

https://tinyurl.com/Lanark-map
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